as being unpatentable over Maeda in view of European patent document EP 

1063561 A1 (Brandt etal.)- 

By the present response, Applicant has annended claims 1 , 7 and 1 3 to 
further clarify the invention. Claims 1-15 remain pending in the present application. 



35 U.S.C. SI 02 rejections 

Claims 1 , 2 and 4-15 have been rejected under 35 USC §1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Maeda. Applicant respectfully traverses these rejections. 

Maeda discloses a liquid crystal display device including a liquid crystal 
structure 6 consisting of a pair of substrates with liquid crystal L filled there-between; 
a light source which emits light; a light-guiding member, disposed at the observer 
side of the liquid crystal structure, for guiding the light from the light source to the 
liquid crystal structure; and a cover disposed at the observer side of the light-guiding 
member. A first spacer member is disposed between the light-guiding member and 
the liquid crystal structure at the peripheral portions thereof so as to be in close 
contact with the light-guiding member and the liquid crystal structure, and a second 
spacer member is disposed between the light-guiding member and the cover at the 
peripheral portions thereof so as to be in close contact with the light-guiding member 
and the cover. The spacer members prevent the entry of dust between the liquid 
crystal structure and the light-guiding member and between the light-guiding 
member and the cover, and can be used to eliminate the problem of un-uniform 
close contact between these component parts. 

Regarding claims 1, 7 and 13. Applicant submits that Maeda does not 
disclose or suggest the limitations in the combination of each of these claims of. 
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inter alia , display window for placement in registration with a display so that the 
display is viewable through the window, wherein a first surface of the window is for 
exposure to a user, and a second surface of the window is for placement adjacent 
the display, the second surface being provided with an incorporated grating to 
distribute light from an associated source of illumination in the direction of the 
display. Maeda relates to a LCD and device to prevent the entry of dust between 
the structure 6 and a light-guiding member 3. Maeda does not disclose or suggest a 
disDiav window for placement in registration w ith a display, as recited in the claims of 
the present invention. Moreover, Maeda discloses a plurality of circular cylindrical 
protrusions 4a that the Examiner asserts discloses a grating for distributing light as 
recited in the claims of the present application. However, the protrusions 4a in 
Maeda are part of the light-guiding member 3. part of the illuminator 7 all of which 
are separate and distinct from liquid crystal structure 6 and transmissive cover 23. 
This is not a disolav window for placement in registration with a display so that the 
display is viewable through the window, wherein a first surface of the window is for 
exposure to a user, and a second surface of the window is for placement adjacent 
the display, the second surface being orovide d with an incorporated grating to 
distribute light from an associated source of illumination in the direction of the 
display, as recited in the claims of the present application. As noted previously. 
Maeda does not disclose a window as recited in the claims of the present 
application. Further the light-guiding member 3 and protrusions 4a Maeda are not 
incorporated, but separate structures from the other display structures. 
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Regarding claims 2. 4-6. 8-12. and 14 and 15, Applicant submits that these 
claims are dependent on one of independent claims 1 . 7 or 13. and, therefore, are 
patentable at least for the same reasons noted regarding these independent claims. 

Accordingly. Applicant submits that Maeda does not disclose or suggest the 
limitations in the combination of each of claims 1 . 2 and 4-15 of the present 
application. Applicant respectfully requests that these rejections be withdrawn and 
that these claims be allowed. 
35 U.S.C. SI 03 rejections 

Claim 3 has been rejected under 35 USC §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maeda in view of Brandt et al. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Brandt et al. discloses an illuminable liquid crystal display for a motor vehicle 
that has deflecting element for guiding laterally incident light in direction of liquid 
crystal cell. The display has a front polarization filter, a back polarization filter, and a 
liquid crystal cell that is enclosed between two substrates connected to respective 
electrodes. A reflective element is arranged behind the back polarization filter. The 
display has a light-deflecting element for deflecting the light that is laterally incident 
on a light inlet surface in the direction of the liquid crystal cell. The light-deflecting 
element is arranged on a surface of one of the substrates, such as on the side of the 
back polarization filter which faces away from the observer. The color distortion 
caused when changing over from reflective to transflective or transmissive operation 
is minimized. 

Applicant submits that claim 3 is dependent on independent claim 1 and. 
therefore, is patentable at least for the same reasons noted previously regarding this 
independent claim. Applicant submits that Brandt et al. does not overcome the 
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substantial defects noted previously regarding Maeda. Accordingly, Applicant 
submits that neither Maeda nor Brandt et al.. taken alone or in any proper 
combination, disclose, suggest or render obvious the limitations in the combination 
of claim 3 of the present application. Applicant respectfully requests that this 
rejection be withdrawn and that this claim be allowed. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks. Applicants submit that 
claims 1-35 are now in condition for allowance. Accordingly, early allowance of such 

claims is respectfully requested. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by 

the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings 

to show changes made." 

To the extent necessary, Applicant petitions for an extension of time under 37 

CFR §1 .136. Please charge any shortage in the fees due in connection with the 

filing of this paper, including extension of time fees and excess claim fees, to 

Deposit Account No. 01-2135 (referencing case No. 367.40991x00) and please 

credit any excess fees to such deposit account. 




'bavid Oren 
Registration No. 38,694 

ANTONELLI. TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS. LLP 



DCO/sdb 
(703)312-6600 
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Version with markings to show changes made 
IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (Amended) A display window for placement in registration with a display so 
that the display is viewable through the window, wherein a first surface of the 
window is for exposure to a user, and a second surface of the window is for 
placement adjacent the display, the second surface being provided with [a] an 
incorporated grating to distribute light from an associated source of illumination in 
the direction of the display. 



m 



I:- 

7. (Amended) A display assembly compnsing: | . ^ ^ 

a display; \ §, fn 

an illumination source; and t C -.^ rn 

a window disposed adjacent the display, and through which the display-;^ 



CO 



Viewable, wherein a surface of the window facing the display is provided with [^gn 
incorporated grating for distributing light from the illumination source in the direction 
of the display. 

13. (Amended) A portable telephone comprising: 

a housing; 

a light source; and 

a display . 

wherein the housing comprises a window with first and second surfaces, 
wherein the first surface defines an exterior surface of the portable telephone and 
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the second surface, which faces the display, is provided with [a] an incorporated 
grating for distributing light from the light source onto the display. 



